
Thursday, May 31, 2018

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay CountyOAKLEAF
THE

    Vol. 5 • No. 05

By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf 

ORANGE PARK – A state initiative 
that uses Florida tax dollars to repair 
homes and a contractor hired by the 
program are at odds in a situation of 
he said, she said, and in the middle 
of it all, is a Clay County homeowner 
who isn’t happy. 

In 2016, Wendy Holland, 47, 
who lives on 1718 Cinnamon Dr. in 
Orange Park, applied for the State 
Housing Initiative Partnership Pro-
gram. Referred to simply as SHIP, 
the program provides funds to local 
governments as an incentive to create 
partnerships that produce and pre-
serve affordable homeownership and 
multifamily housing with the goal 
of helping low to moderate income 
families in need.

The program also helps the el-
derly and the disabled, or those not 
capable of making necessary repairs 

to their home themselves. In this 
case, Holland falls into the latter as 
she was diagnosed in her twenties 
with idiopathic, refractory epilepsy. 
Idiopathic means the cause is un-
known and refractory means medica-
tions cannot help.

Holland had her first epilepsy-
related seizure at age 20. In 2005, she 
underwent brain surgery to remove 
a large section of her right tempo-
ral lobe, her hippocampus and her 
amygdala on the right side of her 
brain. Not only does Holland live 
with the symptoms of epilepsy, she 
lives with suicidal ideation depres-
sion, anxiety and insomnia as a result 
as well. Because of this, she is unable 
to do certain things necessary to re-
pair problems with her home such as 
climb a ladder and more.

According to the Florida Housing 
Finance 

Corporation, SHIP funds may be 

Wendy Holland, 47, believes there are many problems with the work SHIP has done on 
her house, one of those problems being the roof, which she says is plagued with loose 
shingles, high nails and more. 

used to fund emergency repairs, new 
construction, rehabilitation, down 
payment and closing cost assistance, 
impact fees, construction and gap fi-
nancing, mortgage downs, acquisition 
of property for affordable housing, 

matching dollars for federal housing 
grants and programs and homeown-
ership counseling. 

Holland simply wanted a new roof 

SEE SHIP, 4
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Governor sued over judicial appointments
By Chase Carle
The Oakleaf

TALLAHASSEE – A Jacksonville attor-
ney is suing Gov. Rick Scott and Sec-
retary of State Ken Detzner to prevent 
an upcoming judicial vacancy from 
being filled by the Governor’s office. 
Attorney David Trotti filed the suit on 
May 7, asking that the upcoming va-
cancy be filled by election rather than 

appointment.
Circuit Judge 

Robert M. Fos-
ter is currently 
a sitting circuit 
court judge in the 
Fourth Judicial 
Circuit, which en-
compasses Clay, 
Duval and Nassau 

counties. Foster sent in his resigna-
tion letter on April 2 to become effec-
tive on Dec. 31. Foster’s resignation 
comes due to his age, 70, or what the 
law refers to as “constitutional senil-
ity.”

The Florida Constitution states that 
“No justice or judge shall serve after 
attaining the age of seventy years 
except upon temporary assignment or 

to complete a term, one-half of which 
has been served.”

Scott received Foster’s letter on 
April 10 and convened the Fourth Cir-
cuit Judicial Nominating Commission 
on April 23, which announced the 
vacancy during the week of May 1.

After learning of the vacancy, 
Trotti filed his qualifying papers for 

David Trotti SEE GOVERNOR, 9

Housing program 
under fire from both sides
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ORANGE PARK – Orange Park Police 
Officer Scott Lineberry thumbed 
through yearbooks on a table in 
the Orange Park Elementary library 
stacked with books from the 1980s. 

Lineberry stood in a room with 
alumni that spanned decades, with 
some dating back to the earliest years 
of OPE during the school’s 90th an-
niversary party last Friday. Finally, he 
found one with his class picture. 

“I started young I guess,” Lineber-

ry said laughing. “This brings back a 
lot of old memories.”

In the photo, a fourth-grade ver-
sion of Lineberry donned the orange 
and silver sash of the School Safety 
Patrol, complete with a badge noting 
his position on the school’s closest 
equivalent of a student police force. 
Lineberry, who was wearing his uni-
form and badge at the event, couldn’t 
believe he had worn the getup for 
the photo, but the younger version 
of himself looked very proud to wear 
the badge. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY KILE BREWER

Left: Orange Park Police Officer Scott Lineberry looks through 
yearbooks from the 1980s when he attended Orange Park 
Elementary School during the school’s 90th anniversary 
celebration Friday. 

Below: A photo of the fourth grade version of Scott Lineberry 
shows him proudly wearing his school Safety Patrol uniform 
complete with a badge for the class picture.

Orange Park Elementary 
celebrates 90 years 

Elementary school is an impor-
tant first step in a child’s life—where 
they learn their ABCs and how to 
make friends. Formative years spent 
in those early grades can shape the 
people they’ll be in high school, col-

A photo of the Orange Park Elementary class of 1931, the oldest class photo that the advisory 
committee could find, shows students from a different era. A collection of the older class photos 
were framed and hung in the main office at the school prior to their 90th anniversary event.

lege, and for the rest of their lives. 
Organizers of the 90th anniversary 
party hoped to remind their alumni 
of the good times they had at the 
school when life was simpler. 

“That’s my mother in her class 
photo from 1938,” said Sylvia 

The Orange Park Elementary Singing Eagles perform during the school’s 90th anniversary 
celebration last Friday.

SEE CELEBRATE, 10
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Safety officers for the 27 elementary schools

School board modifies resource officer plans
By Wesley LeBlanc
Staff Writer

FLEMING ISLAND – The Clay County 
School Board has altered course in 
its effort to adhere to a new state law 
mandating that every school be pro-
tected by a School Resource Officer, 
a guardian program participant or an 
armed security guard come August. 

During the May 3 school board 
meeting, the board decided to modify 
a previously-adopted plan to place 
School Resource Officers at each of 
its schools. The new plan calls for 
placing SROs only at high schools 
and junior highs and placing a 

trained school safety officer at each 
of its 27 elementary schools. 

“While we’d 
never put a price 
on safety, I think 
I’ve brought to 
the table another 
option that may 
be doable for us 
in order to meet 
state statute and 
that option would 
be to keep the 
same mentality 
in our structure 
that we currently have in our high 

schools, and this is all contingent 
that the BCC continues to allocate 
the $883,000, and my understand-
ing is they said they would continue 
to contribute until we got a systemic 
funding source,” said Addison Davis, 
school superintendent. “If that was 
the case, we would add junior high 
school resource officers, along with 
one relief officer and one intruder 
trainer to do intruder drills required 
by the new statute, and then within 
our elementary schools, hire school 
safety officers.” 

These school safety officers, 
whose openings are already posted 

on the school district’s website, will 
have to complete a 144-hour compre-
hensive firearms safety proficiency 
training. Applicants must be at least 
21 years old, have a concealed weap-
ons permit and complete ongoing 
training and firearm proficiency tests 
as outlined in the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School Public Safety 
Act which is a separate requirement 
from the 144 hours of training. 

Davis said the modified plan 
would cost around $1.2 million and 
only put the board at a deficit of an 

SEE OFFICER, 11

Addison Davis 
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and her tree canopy raised. 
“I had a bad roof and my trees 

were encroaching on my house,” 
Holland said. “I just needed to get 
my roof replaced, because I can’t 
do it, and I wanted my tree canopy 
raised and some of the trees re-
moved.” 

Grant approval, contractor 
hired

SHIP approved Holland’s grant 
on February 12, 2016 for an amount 
not to exceed $25,000. Less than 
a month later, on April 5, the Clay 
County SHIP department sent 
Thomas Stauffacher, their inspector, 
to Holland’s house for an initial in-
spection. Despite only wishing to see 
her roof and tree problem addressed, 
Stauffacher asked on behalf of SHIP 
for a list of everything wrong with 
her house. Holland did not want to 
do this but eventually conceded as 
she was told it was required. Clay 
County SHIP Executive Director, The-
resa Sumner, said the repairs SHIP 
makes aren’t up to the homeowner. 

“The repairs that are made under 
SHIP are solely at the discretion of 
the SHIP coordinator and the inspec-
tor and we are looking for health 
and safety issues,” Sumner said. 

Soon after providing a list to 
Stauffacher, Holland opened her 
house up to a contractor walk 
through on April 26, 2016. Of the 
many contractors that participated in 
this walkthrough – all attempting to 
spec the house and job out – Rob-
ert Bernard, president of Bernard 
Development Inc., was present. On 
May 25, 2016 Sumner, Bernard and 
Holland signed paperwork giving 
Bernard the go ahead to acquire per-
mits for the job as he was the lowest 
bidder. 

SHIP is under the jurisdiction 
of the Housing Finance Authority 
and their rules, which require SHIP 
to accept the lowest responsible 
bidder. Robert Bernard Develop-
ment launched his company in 2005 
after moving to the area from South 
Florida. Bernard has over 15 years 
of hands-on contracting experience 
under his belt and has completed 
nearly 60 jobs for Clay SHIP. Hol-
land’s SHIP request would simply 
be another job but now – two years 
later – he’s still reeling from that job 
today. 

“SHIP owes me money and they 
owe me a lot,” Bernard said. “They 
owe me roughly $20,000 with $7,000 
of that coming from my work on 
[Holland’s] house.” 

According to Bernard, had he 
known this job would end with him 
not being paid what he says he’s 
owed, he never would’ve put in a 

SHIP
from page 1

bid. Before Bernard began work on 
Holland’s home, the two had never 
met. Neither knew that they would 
one day grow to dislike each other. 
This relationship began to crumble 
just two weeks after the paperwork 
was signed when Bernard attempted 
to upgrade her floors at his own 
expense. 

“She was supposed to get vinyl 
sheets which have a 10-year life and 
I put down an upgraded floor for her 
out of my own pocket,” Bernard said. 
“I put in vinyl planks which have a 
25-year life but she didn’t like it and 
complained to SHIP. SHIP got back 
to me and I told [Holland] I’d replace 
the flooring but it would be with 
vinyl.” 

Holland saw this differently, 
though. 

“I was told the day my flooring 
was supposed to happen that they 
were changing the flooring material 
from what I signed for to something 
Bernard said he was upgrading at his 
own expense to,” Holland said. “I was 
told to meet at Home Depot and only 
had three options to choose from in 
stock.”

Bernard Development’s supervisor 
told Holland she had to pick one in 
stock because they only had a week 
to complete the job and couldn’t wait 
five days for other flooring options 
to ship in. According to the official 
contract, though, there was 60 days 
to complete the job. This caused the 
first rift in the working relationship 
between Bernard and Holland. 

The rift grew when it became 
apparent to Holland that Bernard’s 
services did not meet her standards. 
Holland said Bernard and his com-
pany’s employees, and the subcon-
tractors he hired, would often show 
up late or not at all, often without 
any word or warning. On June 9, 
2016, roofers who were supposed to 
be at Holland’s house at 7 a.m. never 
arrived and halfway through the day, 
she was told they had an emergency 
and would be back the next day. The 
next day, plumbers were scheduled to 
do an emergency repiping project but 
the plumbers never showed up either, 
according to Holland. 

“I went five days without water,” 
Holland said. 

During all of this, Holland main-
tained near-constant communication 
with Sumner to ensure the executive 
director of SHIP was aware of the 
problems Holland said she encoun-
tered. 

Problems arise
Holland said other problems 

arose, such as faulty electrician work, 
which Bernard takes responsibility 
for. According to Bernard, he hired 
a subcontractor to do the electrical 
work and they were supposed to put 
in a bathroom ventilation fan with 
the vent running to the outside of the 

house – instead it was vented into the 
attic. According to Clay County Build-
ing Division Director David Conner, 
this did not pass inspection. As a re-
sult, Bernard sent the electrician back 
out to complete the job properly. 

Some of the problems encoun-
tered ended just like that – the prob-
lem was recognized and the work 
was corrected. Others, however, still 
persist two years later. 

In the fall of 2016, Holland was 
set to receive a nearly-complete 
rework of her hallway bathroom. If 
everything went correctly, this would 
have included a newly-glazed bath-
tub. Unfortunately, according to Hol-
land, it didn’t go correctly and a few 
days after the glazing, Holland found 
herself in the emergency room. 

“The guy [a subcontractor hired 
by Bernard] didn’t have a supervisor 
on site and he didn’t use the right 
equipment,” Holland said, with Sum-
ner confirming this information to 
her. “The smell of the chemicals used 
stayed and stayed and I eventually 
ended up in the ER with headaches, 
nausea and diarrhea.

“The doctors couldn’t rule out if 
the glazing chemicals [and lack of 
proper ventilation during the job] 
caused this,” Holland said. 

After hearing about this, Sumner 
told Holland not to let anyone contin-
ue this work unless a supervisor was 
on site with the tub glazer and that 
when they returned, she shouldn’t be 
at the house to further avoid poten-
tial chemical hazards. However, the 
subcontractor returned without a 
supervisor, without proper equipment 
and without notice, at least according 
to Holland.

She phoned Sumner, who in turn, 
told Holland to tell the subcontractor 
to leave. Eventually, the job would 
get done, which not only included 
a reglazing of the tub, but a proper 
caulking of the tub and grout replace-
ment of the bathroom tiles. Holland 
still finds herself disappointed with 
this work today. 

“I still have cracked tiles and grout 
that should not have been used,” Hol-
land said. 

Bernard however, offers a differ-
ent account. According to Bernard, 
he and his workers have returned to 
correct this job more than five times, 
leaving each time thinking the job 
complete only to receive a call from 
Sumner explaining that Holland was 
unhappy with the work. Eventually, 
Bernard stopped trying to fix this 
problem. 

“We would do the job and then 
after we leave, she would claim we 
broke a tile and that just isn’t true,” 
Bernard said. “Still though, we’d go 
and fix it but it was never enough. 
I can’t continue to invest time and 
money in the project under these 
circumstances.

“Now, she thinks she’s entitled to 

a full retiling because she thinks we 
broke her tile but we did no such 
thing,” Bernard said. 

Holland still believes this work 
to have been completed improperly 
today. Furthermore, she believes her 
roof, floors and more should not have 
passed inspection. She also believes 
that she lost a lot of manufacturer 
warranties because of Bernard’s 
work. According to Sumner and Con-
nor, though, that’s not the case. They 
said Holland isn’t guaranteed a manu-
facturer warranty – which is techni-
cally in the hands of Bernard Devel-
opment, the company who bought 
the materials – and that she’s only 
guaranteed a one-year contractor 
warranty through her SHIP contract. 
Furthermore, all work completed on 
her house has passed county inspec-
tion with the exception of the grout 
and caulk work, according to Conner. 

Conner believes Holland’s dissat-
isfaction stems from unmet expecta-
tions. 

“We follow state statute when do-
ing inspections so if we pass or fail 
something, it’s based on those,” Con-
ner said. “Everyone wants an A but to 
pass, you only need a C.”

Of course, this was an analogy 
as house inspections don’t follow a 
grade system. Sumner said that often, 
a contractor might see a different 
contractor’s work and say something 
like, “I could’ve done this better,” or 
“I could have made this look nicer,” 
but at the end of the day, the work 
passed inspection because it passed 
state codes, not because it looks nice. 

Despite passing inspections, Con-
nor said that inspectors can’t inspect 
every single detail and because of 
that, things might fall through the 
cracks, which he assures would get 
fixed if brought to their attention.  
“We rely on the contractors to fol-
low state statute when doing a job,” 
Connor said. “To keep their license, 
they shouldn’t be doing work that 
doesn’t follow code. If they have their 
license, it’s because they follow code 
so when we inspect, we inspect what 
we can and then assume the contrac-
tor did his job correctly.”

An inspector might inspect a 
shelf and say it passes but that same 
inspector might miss that a screw 
used to install that shelf was used 
incorrectly. That’s because the inspec-
tor trusts that the contractor used the 
screw correctly, because it’s their job 
to do so.

“Our inspections are based on the 
legal minimum,” Connor said. “A job 
could be done better than code but 
as long as a job follows code, it will 
pass.” 

Unhappy with SHIP and work on 
her house passing inspection despite 
her belief that it shouldn’t, Holland 
contacted both the Florida Building 

SEE SHIP, 7
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OPEN SATURDAY - JUNE 16 - 8AM - NOON

All major credit cards and CareCredit are accepted 

Proudly Serving the Oakleaf Community for over 11 Years
Dr. Glenda Wiechman | Dr. Sarah Paschall

8483 Merchants Way | Jacksonville, FL 32222 | 904-317-6555 | www.oakleafvet.com

Boarding your Pets for Summer Vacation? 
Reserve Today! Space is Limited.

Make your appointment today 317-6555 

It’s Summer, and it’s Hot. 
Protect pets from Fleas, Ticks and Parasites; Heat Stroke; 

Dehydration; Sunburn; Burned Feet; and Toxic Food Scraps.

Pets Hurricane Preparations Check List
¨  Food    ¨  Water    ¨  Medications    ¨  Records    ¨  First Aid Kit    ¨  Collar with ID
¨  Rabies Tag    ¨  Leash    ¨  Bedding/Toys    ¨  Pre-Plan Pet Friendly Accommodations
¨  Microchip, It’s Easy and Reunites Families!

●  Wellness Exams
●  Real-Time Ultrasound Imaging
●  Laser Therapy
●  Vaccinations
●  Dental Care with Digital X-Ray & 

Ultrasonic Scaler
●  Non Invasive Digital Thermal Imaging
●  Dermatology

●  General Surgery
●  Diagnostic Lab On-Site
●  High Defi nition Digital X-Ray
●  Pet Lodging & Daycare
●  Bathing & Grooming
●  Private Puppy Training Course
●  Daycare Socialization Classes

● Wellness Exams ● General Surgery

Your Full Service Animal Hospital
“Where Your Pets Are Treated Like Family”

Congratulations 
to the Class 

of 2018!  
WAY TO GO!
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Check out our new Free App, 
AHOP Vet, available on Google 
Play and the Apple Store

We 
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Learning how to understand 
mental health first aid

Roxy Hall PHOTO BY KARASSA STINCHCOMB

Clay County Principals listen and follow along as Roxy Hall and Melissa Chester, from Vanguard 
Solutions Consulting of Jacksonville, lead a session of Mental Health First Aid Training on May 15 at 
Fleming Island High’s Teacher Training Center. 

SEE HEALTH, 7

By Karassa Stinchcomb
For Clay Today

FLEMING ISLAND – Principals from 
the Clay County School District 
learned how to understand, identify 
and respond to signs of mental ill-
ness as part of what’s called Mental 
Health First Aid Training. 

Principals from schools in Clay 
County gathered at Fleming Island 
High Teacher Training Center Tues-
day for the eight-hour course. The 
training included presentations 
through small group discussions, vid-
eos, experiences and simulations.

“The training can impact your per-
sonal life, family and then whatever 
environment you’re in,” said Roxy 
Hall, one of the three trainers leading 
the event. “If you’re a principal like 
these folks in here, or a police officer 
or firefighter, you can take the tools 
that you learn in this training and 
literally make an impact instantly.” 

First Aid Training is often associat-
ed with CPR, but Clay County School 
District is working to get people to 
include mental health when they 
think about first aid.

“We’ve never had training sessions 
that really truly focused on bet-
ter understanding our students and 
our learners and gaining access to 
them,” Superintendent Addison Davis 
said. “This is a training we brought 
over with many 
partnerships to 
have a common 
understanding 
of how students 
deal with anxiety, 
depression, how 
they are exposed 
to potentially 
criminal or vio-
lent acts, or how 
are they exposed 
to mental health 
issues, so that we can have a better 
way of servicing students.”

The training comes two months 
after 17 people were killed in the 
school shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High in Parkland, Florida. 
Since the shooting, Florida school 
districts are being asked to raise 
awareness about mental health, both 
among students and staff.

“Mental illness is something that 

has been stigmatized and kept below 
the radar in the community, and so 
it’s unfortunate that it’s taken things 
like Parkland and other national 
events to surface these concerns,” 
said Adele Reed, principal of Clay 
Hill Elementary. 

An educator’s well-being and 

mental health is often overlooked 
because the mental health of the 
student is what is often examined, 
but Davis wants to do a better job 
at focusing on the educator’s mental 
health. 

“We talk about creating the best 
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Get ready for an exciting and fun filled week at Oakleaf Baptist Church’s Vacation 
Bible School. Game Time is June 10th – 14th Sun-Thu - 6pm to 9pm. 

All kids who are currently in KG to 6th are invited to Get Ready, Gear Up and Game 
On with us. 

Online Registration Begins Monday Feb. 26th. www.oakleafbaptist.com. click the 
slide. This will take you participant registration screen. Any questions call 

church at or email 

800 Oakleaf Plantation Pkwy
Orange Park, FL 32065

OakleafBaptist.com

Sundays
Sunday School 9:15am

Worship Service 10:30am 

AWANA 5:00pm

Evening Service 6:00pm

Wednesdays
Supper 5:15pm

Mid-week service, 
Youth & Kids services 6:30pm

Choir Rehearsal 7:30pm

Service Times
Saturday, June 2, 2018

Register Online: www.pinkribbonsymposium.org

Orange Park Kennel Club 
& Along St. Johns River

8AM Start - 5K & Fun Run/Walk
Everyone of All Ages Welcome
5K - $25 | Fun Run & Walk - $8

5K5K5K Butterfly
Fun Run 

& Walk

4th Annual 
Survivors’ 
Celebration

Pink Ribbon
Symposium
Pink Ribbon
Symposium

County updates animal control ordinance
By Wesley LeBlanc
The Oakleaf 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The Clay 
County Animal Control Ordinance 
has been finalized and with it, a few 
changes to the county’s animal ser-
vices were made. 

During the May 8 Board of County 
Commissioners meeting, which found 
itself two commissioners short as 
both Chairman Gavin Rollins and 
commissioner Gayward Hendry were 
absent having been called in to serve 
the National Guard and FBI respec-
tively. Clay County Animal Control 
and Care Director Christina Sutherin 
presented the changes made to the 
ordinance before the board took a 
vote on it. Many of the ordinance 
changes were put in place to clarify 
the existing ordinance while other 
changes align the ordinance with 
state statutes. 

“Some of the stuff was really 
lengthy and we shortened it to coin-
cide with state statutes and the rabies 
compendium that’s recognized by 
the state veterinarian which makes 
our lives a little bit easier because we 
don’t have to come before you every 

time one of those changes,” Sutherin 
said, explaining the changes to the 
ordinance draft. “These changes help 
us keep up with the pace.” 

One of the biggest changes com-
ing to the animal service is its change 
in name. Originally titled Clay County 
Animal Control and Care, this ordi-
nance would see the name changed 
to Clay County Animal Services, a de-
cision previously made by the BCC – 
the ordinance was simply updated to 
officially recognize the new change. 
Before diving further into the ord-
nance draft, Sutherin discussed some 
updates to definitions used by the 
service, among them being “adequate 
shelter” and “dangerous dog,” as well 
as others. 

According to the ordinance, 
adequate shelter is described as an 
enclosure of at least three sides and 
a roof that is structurally sound, 
maintained in good repair, water 
and wind resistant, free of standing 
water, providing of shade and main-
tains adequate ventilation and light. A 
dangerous dog is now strictly defined 
by Florida Statute 767.11(1) which 
deems a dog dangerous if it has ag-

gressively bitten, attacked or endan-
gered a human being, has more than 
once severely injured or killed a do-
mestic animal while off the owner’s 
property or has, when unprovoked, 
chased or approached a person with 
the intention to attack. Because the 
new definition now aligns with the 
state statute, it can ebb and flow with 
the statute as the statute is changed, 
according to Sutherin. 

Another important change is that 
Clay County Animal Services will be 
the sole decision maker in determin-
ing whether a dog is suitable for 
adoption. 

“The [Division of Animal Services] 
is given the authority to decide if 
animals are suitable for adoption 
and the disposal, and by disposal of 
animals, it means whether or not we 
are following state statute with the 
sheriff’s office in continuing to auc-
tion those animals off but whether 
they go to rescue, or whether we’re 
transferring them out, it’s up to us,” 
Sutherin said. 

Possibly the biggest update to the 

Sugar, a six-year old long-haired dachshund, 
appeared before the Board of County 
Commissioners on May 8.  Kelly Kinney, an 
animal shelter volunteer, shows off Sugar at 
the start of the BCC meeting. SEE ORDINANCE, 12
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Coalition and the Florida Housing 
Finance Corporation to file a formal 
complaint against the Clay County 
SHIP program. The Florida Building 
Coalition told her the Florida Hous-
ing Finance Corporation would be 
better suited to handle this.

Eventually, the Florida Housing 
Finance Corporation told Holland 
that it does not plan to intervene as 
they believe Sumner and the Clay 
County SHIP program are looking 
into Holland’s best interests, despite 
Holland telling them she does not 
feel this way. 

As it stands today, Holland is 
unhappy with Sumner and SHIP and 
Bernard, both mentally and legally.

“He has questioned my intel-
ligence, my memory, my disability 
and he has not fixed the problems 
he made in my house,” Holland said 
of Bernard, whose contract with her 
has now been terminated. 

Holland wants to hire an indepen-
dent contractor to complete work on 
her house and she wants the SHIP 
money to pay for it. However, Sum-
ner said this is not allowed. 

“She doesn’t have grant money 
just sitting around. That’s not how it 
works,” Sumner said. “We can use up 
to $25,000 but it’s not her $25,000. 
It’s money we have at our disposal 
and we are not allowed to hire an 
independent contractor like she 
wishes.” 

Outstanding invoices 
In the meantime, Bernard wants 

SHIP to pay his outstanding invoices 
as well. 

“They owe me money and as far 
as I’m concerned, this isn’t over until 
I get paid,” Bernard said. 

As far as payment goes, Bernard 
said he hasn’t received the $7,537 he 
is owed from Holland’s job because 
there is work his company did but 

SHIP
from page 4

never completed properly, at least 
according to the termination contract 
he received telling Bernard his com-
pany was off the job.

“With respect to Ms. Holland’s 
home, beginning in mid-August 2016 
and continuing for months, you 
have been repeatedly advised both 
verbally and in writing of defective 
work relating to grouting tile, cor-
rectly applying caulk, and repairing 
tile that was cut necessarily,” reads 
the termination contract. 

He also said because his con-
tract has been terminated, he is not 
allowed to go back and complete 
the job. It would seem that there 
is $7,537 worth of work left to be 
done, or corrected, in Holland’s 
house considering that’s how much 
money SHIP is withholding from 
Bernard Development. Meanwhile, 
Conner said all work on Holland’s 
house is complete and has passed 
inspection. Sumner said the same 
thing, with the exception of the 
grout and caulk that needs to be 
replaced. 

Because of this, it would seem 
that in the eyes of SHIP, the work 
Bernard failed to complete prop-
erly – the grout and caulk – is 
worth $7,537.60, which is the exact 
amount Bernard said SHIP owes 
him. According to Bernard’s contract, 
however, the grout and caulk work 
is $33 of the job. That would indicate 
that Bernard is still missing out on 
$7504.46 of the work he completed. 

If Conner says all work is com-
plete and has passed inspection, and 
Sumner says the same thing, except 
for the $33 caulk and grout work, 
what is the justification for withhold-
ing $7,504.46 from Bernard? 

What remains are three unhappy 
parties involved in the same renova-
tion project.

Bernard just wants to get paid 
and Holland simply wants her house 
repaired. Today, she claims her roof 
has high nails and shingles that 
never sealed. As a result, she has a 

porch roof that is leaking significant-
ly more than it was before contrac-
tors got involved, poor soffit repairs 
on the porch roof and, of course, the 
grout and caulk problems.

She also believes both of her 
bathrooms should be retiled at this 
point because according to her, many 
of tiles were cut during the initial 
work. Beyond that, she feels that her 
house needs to be repiped and that 
some of her trees should be further 
raised as they are still threatening 
her property – some trees weren’t 
even touched because SHIP said they 
weren’t threatening Holland’s prop-
erty, despite being within 10 feet of 
the house, according to Holland. 

Sumner wants Holland to realize 
that all but the caulk and grout in her 
bathroom is complete and has passed 
code. According to Sumner, Holland 
had her trees trimmed away from 
the roof deck, a new roof installed, 
three entry doors installed, her 
soffit replaced, her HVAC compres-

sor replaced, a kitchen sink cabinet 
repaired and new flooring in two 
bathrooms, an entry way and the 
kitchen. She also said SHIP installed 
new exhaust fans in both of Hol-
land’s bathrooms, a new bathtub, a 
full-house repipe and a new garage 
door. 

“While construction in general is 
stressful, I would remind you that 
the SHIP program completed [the 
above repairs] to Ms. Holland’s home, 
making quite a significant impact on 
the condition of her home, adding 
decades to the life of the house,” 
Sumner said. “Without these repairs, 
Ms. Holland’s home would have very 
rapidly deteriorated to a point of an 
unsuitable housing environment.” 

It’s been over two years since all 
of this began and today, despite what 
Sumner says, Holland is no more 
happier in her home than she did 
before SHIP got involved. 

“I just want my house to feel like 
home again,” Holland said. 

Location - 
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Health 
from page 5

working conditions for adults every 
single day, and today’s training pro-
vides another avenue for us to have a 
better understanding of mental health 
literacy as it relates to how adults 
interact and how to use that informa-
tion to better our students in Clay 
County,” Davis said. 

Rodney Ivey, principal at Swim-
ming Pen Creek Elementary, said the 
Mental Health First Aid Training is 
important and will help him better 
understand how to help educators 
who may be struggling with a mental 
illness.  

“The things teachers and schools 
are having to deal with and inter-

act with on a daily basis is so much 
more than the math, science and 
language arts curriculum issues,” Ivey 
said. “As a part of handling students’ 
challenges, a lot of time, teachers will 
take those on themselves, and so to 
be able to provide some support for 
teachers as they are going through all 
of that is important.”

The Clay County School District 
is working to expand the training 
to all educators and to Clay County 
Sheriff’s deputies who work in Clay 
County schools. 

The Mental Health First Aid Train-
ing program has a goal of training 
10,000 people in the Jacksonville 
area on mental health first aid over 
the next three years, according to 
Hall.
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By Kenneth Detwyler Jr. 
Correspondent 

JACKSONVILLE –  As Clay County 
grows, so will its need for more mass 
transit services. 

On May 16, the Jacksonville Trans-
portation Authority held its annual 
State of the Authority luncheon and 
Mobility Momentum Summit which 
featured guest speakers from across 
the country speaking about current 
affairs within the world of public 
transportation and the future of these 
services in Duval and surrounding 
counties. 

JTA’s presence in Northeast Florida 
has continued to grow in recent 
years as it aims to connect more of 
the Northeast Florida community to 
Jacksonville mass transit. In 2012, 
JTA partnered with the Clay County 
Board of Commissioners to begin 
funding deviated flex routes, which 
enables Clay Transit to provide five 
bus routes within the county and the 

ability to connect those riders with 
JTA services.

The Black Creek Park-n-Ride on 
County Road 220, is serviced by a JTA 
bus that travels about 8 miles from 
the county line and makes a sort 
of loop to take Clay residents into 
Downtown Jacksonville for work. On 
any given day, a JTA bus can be seen 
making multiple trips from the Argyle 
area to the Orange Park Mall, so the 
transportation provider is here.

At the luncheon, plans indicated 
that JTA is doubling its efforts to be-
come accessible to residents outside 
of Duval County. One of those initia-
tives includes an expansion of the 
First Coast Flyer. This system of buses 
can connect Clay County riders with 
57 miles of JTA service across North-
east Florida, through the Southwest 
Corridor System. These plans are still 
in the designing stages and awaiting 
funding from the Federal Transporta-
tion Administration. 

The future of public transportation. Shown here is one of many autonomous vehicles the 
Jacksonville Transportation Authority is currently testing with the ultimate goal of the vehicles 
replacing and integrating with the Skyway Express. 

JTA service to 
continue in Clay County

SEE TRANSIT, 12
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Retired pastor facing 
sexual battery charge

Bill Randall 

By Eric Cravey
The Oakleaf 

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – A retired 
pastor with years of community 
service faces sexual battery charges 
following an inves-
tigation by the Or-
ange Park Police 
Department.

The Clay Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office 
arrested William 
Henry Randall, 73, 
on May 4 at 4:19 
p.m. at his home 
on Fleming Island. 
He is charged with 
sexual battery by a 
custodian on a victim between the 
age of 12 and under age 18.

According to the warrant, the 
investigation began on September 
20, 2015 when the victim went to 
the OPPD headquarters where she 
told a detective that Randall “had 
been molesting and raping her 
since 2007.”

Randall, former pastor of St. Si-
mon Baptist Church, also founded 
Miller Street Renewal, a nonprofit 
aimed at improving impoverished 
living conditions for residents 
along Miller Street in the core of 
Orange Park. Randall has also 
served on the Clay County Devel-
opment Authority and also spear-
heads the annual MLK Day-N-Clay 
event commemorating the legacy of 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The victim said she began at-
tending Randall’s church in 2007 
and, shortly thereafter, the sexual 
encounters occurred at the church. 
The victim told police that Ran-
dall would ask her to take off her 

clothes and perform oral sex on 
him, according to the warrant.

“She said the sexual encounters 
would happen after church services 
and also on weekdays when she 
would go to the church by herself 
to clean and provide lawn servic-
es,” states the warrant. “She said 
Randall would tell her not to tell 
anyone about the sexual encoun-
ters because it would ruin both of 
their lives.”

The victim said that after the 
encounters, Randall would “give 
her some money or take her out 
to lunch.” According to police, the 
victim never told anyone about 
the encounters because she was 

scared she would be disciplined by 
her mother. She also said she was 
embarrassed about the situation 
because of their age difference.

According to the warrant, the 
encounters continued until two 
days before she went to the talk to 
police.

About a month later, on Octo-
ber 15, 2015, police said, Randall 
denied the accusations and said he 
never had sex with the victim. Po-
lice conducted a second interview 
on September 21, 2017 in Randall’s 
home, however, redactions on the 
warrant cover how Randall reacted 
in that interview.

The warrant for his arrest is 
dated May 3, 2018.

Randall was booked into the 
Clay County Jail on the charge, but 
is now free on bond.

Along with his community activ-
ism, Randall unsuccessfully ran 
against disgraced Congresswoman 
Corrine Brown in 1998.
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the seat on May 3 including sending 
a $5,843.20 check for the qualifying 
fee. Trotti was placed on the Division 
of Election’s website as “Qualified” in 
Group 6 for the Fourth Judicial Cir-
cuit on May 3 but was then removed 
that same day.

Trotti’s suit, which was filed in 
Leon County, argues that he was 
improperly removed as a “quali-
fied candidate” for the seat and that 
the seat should be filled by election 
rather than appointment by the Gov-
ernor. The suit cites both the Florida 
Constitution as well as several previ-
ous cases brought before the State 
Supreme Court to support Trotti’s 
argument.

This is not the first suit Trotti has 
brought against Detzner. In 2014, 
Trotti filed a suit against Detzner for 
a similar situation as the current suit. 

Circuit Judge Donald R. Moran Jr, 
sent his letter of resignation to Scott 
with the date to take effect on Janu-
ary 2, 2015. Trotti filed paperwork 
with the Division of Elections on 
April 2, indicating he planned to run 
for that seat. He was listed as a can-
didate for Group 12 for the Fourth 
Judicial Circuit. On April 25, Trotti 
received an email stating that the 
seat would be filled by appointment 
rather than election and that Trotti 
should withdraw his candidacy.

Trotti sued Detzner, petitioning 
the court to compel Detzner to ac-
cept his qualifying paperwork citing 
some of the same cases being cited 
in the current lawsuit. His petition 
was denied and the court stated that 
Trotti had “failed to show that the 
Secretary had a clear legal duty to 
accept his qualifying papers and fees 
and qualify him for Group 12 in the 
2014 election as the law is clear that 
the vacancy created by Judge Moran’s 
resignation must be filled by appoint-
ment.”

The reason the vacancy “must be 
filled by appointment” rather than 
election was because Moran’s resig-
nation date was three calendar days 
(one business day) before the expi-
ration of his term. This left the seat 
physically vacant, even if only for a 
day, which allowed it to be filled by 
appointment rather than election.

Trotti’s current suit faces the same 
issue as his 2014 suit. Judge Foster’s 
resignation will take effect seven 
days before the end of his term, 
leaving a physical vacancy of four 
business days. Trotti is arguing that 
a four-day vacancy is not an unrea-
sonable amount of time that would 
require the election process to be 
circumvented.

Governors appointing judges is 
not a rare occurrence or one that is 
limited to Florida. All but four states 

allow the Governor to appoint judges 
when necessary. 

However, Governor Scott ap-
pears to appoint judges at a higher 
rate than most. Since taking office 
in 2011, Scott has appointed 263 
judges. Among other governors hold-
ing office for that same timeframe, 
only California Gov. Jerry Brown has 
appointed more (422) while Ohio 
Gov. John Kasich is behind Scott with 
184 appointments. While California 
has no mandatory retirement age for 
judges, both Florida and Ohio require 
judges to retire by age 70.

There is also the opinion of Judge 
Philip J. Padovano, now retired, who 
was one of the First District Court of 
Appeal judges to oversee Trotti’s ap-
peal of the 2014 decision. Padovano 
disagreed with the majority opinion 
of the court and gave several reasons 
why.

Padovano said that the reason 
given for the number of days of phys-
ical vacancy being irrelevant is that 
deciding what constitutes too long 
or too short would “lead to arbitrary 
results.” 

However, Podavano argued that 
“judges are well-equipped to make 
decisions like those” and “there is a 
greater danger in following an inflex-
ible rule, no matter how unfair the 
result may be, simply for the sake of 
following the rule.”

Podavano further argued that 
the precedent being set by the 2014 
decision would end up being abused 
by people who want to manipulate 
the election process for their own 
objectives. The example Podavano 
used was if two judges were to retire, 
one who supports the governor and 
another that opposes him, they could 
use their retirement to allow or deny 
the governor the power of appoint-
ing his replacement. It would be as 
simple as how and when they an-
nounced their retirement. 

While both judges would have 
completed the required process 
legally, the appearance and method 
used would directly impact the elec-
toral process. 

“I see no reason why the court 
should allow the election process to 
be circumvented in this way,” states 
Podavano in his opinion to the court.

While Trotti could not be reached 
for comment by deadline and Scott’s 
office declined comment, the applica-
tion and nomination process contin-
ues. 

Judicial applicants have until 5 
p.m. on May 23 to submit their ap-
plications to the Judicial Nominat-
ing Commission. The Commission 
then has until June 22 to complete 
the selection process and submit the 
nominees to Scott.

In 2016, Trotti ran for a Fourth 
Judicial Circuit judgeship but was 
defeated.

Governor
from page 1
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Wortham, former ESE Secretary of 
about 25 years and volunteer for the 
90th Anniversary. “I’ve had six grand-
children go here, two still do.”

Wortham was quick to volunteer, 
researching the early history of the 
school, when event planning kicked 
off about a year ago. Through her re-
search she found photos and records 
from as far back as 1931. The school 
officially opened its doors in early 
1928 after the building was built in 
1927. Wortham explained that it was 
originally a school for Navy Officers 
and other higher-ups from local Na-
val Air Station Jacksonville. She said 
they are not the oldest school in the 
county, with that title going to Clay 
High, but they are proud to be the 
oldest elementary school. 

Leading up to the big night, the 
school celebrated their birthday early 
with a week of activities for the stu-
dents. Each grade level was assigned 
a different decade and students did 
reports on popular inventions from 
their era and even dressed up as 
90-year-olds to make the school feel 
young again. Principal Carole Mc-
Cullough said they really had fun 

with it, and most of all loved learning 
about old games like jacks, marbles 
and paddleball. 

The night of, the school featured 
performances by the students, as well 
as history walks and a continuation 
of the old games. They also brought 
in old Ford Model A cars and a food 
truck to keep the multigenerational 
crowd happy and having fun.

“It’s all about the kids. We wanted 
the children spotlighted. I think they 
all had the best time [this week],” she 
said. “Nothing is more important and 
treasured than the history of a place, 
especially Orange Park Elementary 
because it’s at the heart of our town.”

McCullough said that over her 
years of education experience, in-
cluding a stint as an ESE Specialist 
in the 90s before returning as princi-
pal, she notices something uniquely 
special about Orange Park Elemen-
tary. For her, the history of the school 
is special because not only has the 
school been around a long time, but 
also it’s always had the reputation of 
being a school that people want to 
go to, she said. 

“This year out of our 66 sixth-
graders, 62 started with us in Kinder-
garten,” she said. “Our students come 
in Kindergarten and they stay.”

Celebrate 
from page 2

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

From left, Kimberly Rosenbarker, Amy Houston, Rhonda Ali, John Sanders, and Joseph Smith sit at 
the entrance to Texas Roadhouse Monday evening where they were participating in a fundraiser 
for the Vineyard Transitional Center.

Transitional center ramps 
up fundraising efforts
By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – It can hap-
pen to anyone.

Some Clay County residents have 
fallen on hard times, sometimes 
caused by a single event, maybe they 
lost a job, or a spouse, and have now 
found themselves feeling like they 
have nowhere to go. 

There are many wonderful or-
ganizations to help the transitional 
population of our county, but none 
that act as a shelter. In a little more 
than a year, the Vineyard Transitional 
Center should have an answer to this 
problem. 

“Our goal is to get the community 
involved, because this is going to be 
a community effort to solve home-
lessness and help anyone who needs 
help,” said Vineyard volunteer Josef 
Smith.

The Vineyard’s goal is to first 
provide programs to help people 
with whatever their struggles may be. 
They are offering services to every-

one from the elderly, the homeless, 
inmates who have been released, re-
ally anyone going through any sort of 
transitional period in their life. 

“This isn’t just a homeless shelter,” 
said the Rev. John Sanders who had 
the original idea for the center. “We’re 
here for everybody in need no matter 
what their situation may be.”

The effort to start the Vineyard be-
gan at a fundraiser in 2017 for Sand-
ers to get something like this started. 
Amy Houston, now the President of 
the organization, had taught Sanders’ 
son and after talking with John de-
cided she would jump on board and 
try to really get things moving. 

“My passion for helping people 
has been my entire life,” Houston 
said. “I always said that if I won the 
lottery I would start something like 
this in Clay County.”

After this meeting, the organi-
zation really started to gain some 
ground. Since the meeting of Hous-
ton and Sanders the Vineyard began 
an aggressive course of fundrais-
ers including car washes, auctions 

and percentage-of-proceeds events 
at local restaurants and businesses. 
Middleburg Martial Arts provided 
them with the free use of one of the 
office spaces in the business’ strip 
mall so that they could have a physi-
cal location. 

Now that the organization is estab-
lished and has an office space, they 
plan to start offering their life skills 
classes and transitional instruction 
later this month from that Middle-

burg location while they continue to 
raise money for the purchase of their 
permanent HQ. They have started to 
reach out to the homeless community 
through backpack outreaches where 
volunteers deliver backpacks full of 
food and hygiene supplies while let-
ting people know that they will soon 
have a home. Henry’s Auto Sales in 
Green Cove Springs donated a van 
to the group which they will use to 

SEE VINEYARD, 12
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estimated $300,000, which he be-
lieves could be found internally. This 
greatly contrasts the original option 
to place an SRO in every school. 

“While we all agree that it’s most 
attractive to put a law enforcement 
officer in every one of our schools, 
it’s going to cost a significant amount 
of money and it’s going to cost 
around $5.6 million to make that 
happen and I can tell you openly 
that’s money we don’t have internal-
ly,” Davis said.

On April 22, the school board 
voted to give Davis the direction 
to contract 44 SROs from the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office. At that time, 
the school board was in complete 
agreement that this was the direc-
tion they should take in meeting the 
state mandate, but they were also 
all wary of the costs involved. In 
the previous place, 44 SROs, which 
also requires six relief officers, six 
sergeants, one detective and one 
intruder trainer, would have cost a 
total of $3,310,000. The board would 
have received just over $2 million 
from the state, but the district would 
have still found itself at a deficit of 
$1,299,000 after all expenses. 

Davis said the new plan as modi-
fied would serve until the school 
board secured a solid funding source 
for SROs for all Clay County schools. 
Charter schools were left out of the 
new equation, Davis said, as they 
have their own individual boards. 
According to Davis, these boards will 
have the ability to choose to do what 
they wish regarding the state man-
date and if they want, they can be 
included in this option by receiving 
a proration of money they need to 
make it happen. 

School board member Ashley 
Gilhousen was the first to speak in 
agreement that this option is what 
the board should pursue, citing its 
ability to meet the state mandate and 
keep the board fiscally sound. School 

Officer
from page 3

board member Janice Kerekes said 
she too agrees but asked that the 
Orange Park Police Department and 
Green Cove Springs Police Depart-
ment take care of their respective 
schools, a notion both towns have 
recently expressed interest in. School 
board members Carol Studdard and 
Mary Bolla also found themselves 
in agreement with this option. 
School board member Betsy Con-
don, though, was the only dissenting 
voice. 

“I have grave reservations about 
us trying to save money and com-
promising safety because it’s not just 
saying, ‘We’re going to take our time 
and get the funding,’” it’s saying, 
‘We’re going to put 27 people with a 
gun on these campuses that haven’t 
been there before and they’re not 
law enforcement officers,’” Condon 
said. “That’s very uncomfortable to 
me.”

Davis, after saying he respects 
Condon’s feelings, said that there are 
a number of counties implementing 
the model that uses school safety 
officers and that he does not believe 
it is going to be a problem for any of 
those counties or Clay County. 

Once it came time to vote, the 
board voted to implement the 
option Davis presented with the 
understanding the school district 
will pursue interlocal agreements 
with GCSPD and OPPD. The mo-
tion passed 4-1, with Condon voting 
no. The board also voted 4-1, with 
Condon voting no, to address job 
descriptions, which moves the issue 
one step closer to reality. 

After the vote, the board dis-
cussed adding a millage referendum 
to the ballot in August to create a 
revenue stream to fund ongoing 
school security. The draft of the 
referendum asks voters, “Shall an 
additional one (1) mill of School Dis-
trict ad valorem millage tax, begin-
ning July 1, 2019, and ending June 
30, 2023, be approved to enhance 
the safety and security of students 
and staff, and provide for necessary 
operating expenses of the School 

District?” 
If approved, the tax would raise 

the school property tax by $1 per 
homeowner, taking the total from 
$6.43 per $1,000 of taxable property 
to $7.43. If passed, the millage is pro-
jected to generate roughly $10 mil-
lion in revenue. However, the funds 
would not be collected until 2019.

Condon suggested opposed the 
wording “the millage tax will be used 
to provide for necessary operating 
expenses of the school district” on 
grounds it was confusing. Condon 
said the simpler the referendum is to 
read, the better the chances are that 
it gets passed. Board Chairman Carol 
Studdard disagreed with Condon and 
said there is nothing wrong with us-

ing the millage to help cover operat-
ing expenses.

“We are here to work in the best 
interest of the public schools of Clay 
County and to do this, when there 
are other things that will need to be 
done in hardening schools and safety 
so forth, no, I will not vote for that, 
at all,” Studdard said. 

Shortly after this discussion, a 
motion to adjust the way the refer-
endum reads, per Condon’s request, 
failed on a 2-3 vote, with Condon and 
Gilhousen the only yes votes. Closely 
following this vote, another motion 
was made to have the referendum as 
it was originally written put on the 
Aug. 28 ballot failed on a 2-3 vote, 
with Studdard and Bolla voting yes.

Students to get a seat 
at the table with Davis
By Kile Brewer
Staff Writer

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Superin-
tendent Addison Davis is offering 
Clay County students a chance to 
directly affect the way their schools 
are run. 

Through a new initiative re-
ferred to as the Superintendent’s 
Student Advisory Council, Davis 
hopes to give students a voice and 
allow them to work with him and 
his staff to create more student-
friendly policies and changes. 

“We just wanted students to 
have a voice,” Davis said, “Instead 
of only engaging teachers, the 
administration and leaders in the 
schools and community members. 
We think students have to be at the 
same table.”

The council itself will be made 
up of students from across the 
district in grades 7-12, with two 
students being selected from each 

grade. In order to be considered, 
students are required to fulfill a list 
of minimum requirements, includ-
ing filling out an application form 
and acquiring a recommendation 
from an adult who isn’t part of 
their family who could speak to 
their character and work ethic. 
Applications, which are being ac-
cepted now through June 1, will 
be reviewed by Davis and his staff 
and finalists will be chosen for in-
person interviews. 

“We’re looking for someone 
who is actively engaged in activi-
ties inside and out of the class-
room,” Davis said. “We want to find 
students who will be advocates for 
education and who want to have a 
true impact on what we’re doing in 
Clay County. Ideally this would be 
a student with strong character and 
someone who wants to learn and 
improve education systems in the 

SEE TABLE, 14
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According JTA spokesperson, Leigh 
Ann Rassler, once greenlighted, the 
First Coast Flyer will be the first Bus 
Rapid Transit system to run through 
Clay County and will provide more 
frequent travel between the county 
lines than current JTA services. 

In addition to First Coast Flyer 
services, JTA has plans to construct a 
$57 million-dollar mass transit facility 
known as the Jacksonville Regional 
Transportation Center. It will connect 
riders with a wide variety of transit 
opportunities including fixed-route 
buses, the Skyway, Ultimate Urban 
Circulator, Greyhound, MegaBus, ride 
share and bike share programs. This 
new facility is expected to become a 
major hub for public transportation 
in Northeast Florida once it’s com-
pleted in 2020. 

Beyond that, there are no other 
current plans to expand JTA service 
in Clay County.

“We’re always looking for op-
portunities to expand,” said Al Rizer, 
executive director of the Clay County 
Council on Aging, which operates 
Clay Transit. “The Oakleaf area has 
been labeled an area of need, the 
question would just be of funding. 

I don’t see them doing much differ-
ent in Clay County, other than what 
they’re currently doing.”

As Clay County continues to grow 
and develop, so will the need for in-
creased public transportation. While 
JTA’s current initiatives will help Clay 
County residents, the duty falls on lo-
cal government to provide the fund-
ing necessary to expand future mass 
transit services.

“We are a regional transportation 
provider,” said Rassler. “It’s impor-
tant that we work with our regional 
partners; with the counties; with 
the chambers [of commerce] and we 
provide them with the solutions that 
they need and meet their needs as 
well.”

For information on JTA services 
and future transit projects visit their 
website: www.jtafla.com

Transit
from page 8

“We are a regional transportation 
provider. It’s important that we work 
with our regional partners; with the 
counties; with the chambers 
(of commerce) and we provide them 
with the solutions that they need and 
meet their needs as well.”

– Leigh Ann Rassler, 
JTA spokesperson

transport clients to and from jobs 
and to give them rides to appoint-
ments or things like that. 

Recently, the Vineyard volunteers 
found a property on Pine Ave. in 
Green Cove Springs, and have en-
tered into talks with Exit Realty to 
purchase the property. The building 
will run them about $86,000 and 
Houston said that goal should be 
met very soon.

“In July we’ll sign the papers, 
that’s why we’ve been ramping up 
fundraising these past few months,” 
she said. “I feel like we’re finally 
getting out in the community and 
people are starting to recognize us.”

The property sits near a church 
and will feature two buildings, one 
for offices, and another that Hous-
ton said would eventually house 
a full-service kitchen and three or 
four rooms for people who need a 
place to stay for the night. She envi-
sions daily hot meals being served 
cafeteria style from the kitchen to 
the community of people in need 
they hope to reach. 

 Once they have the prop-
erty, the real work will begin. 

Alongside their fundraisers for the 
buildings, they have been raising 
money for supplies and renovations 
that will need to be done before 
they move locations. Houston said 
she expects them to be operational 
at their permanent location within a 
year of their acquisition of the lot. 

For more information on the 
Vineyard Transitional Center, con-
tact Amy Houston at 904-651-8767 
or the Rev. John Sanders at 904-
305-4641. The group is working to 
develop a website at their domain, 
www.claycountyhomelessshelters.
com, which should be up and run-
ning soon.

Vineyard
from page 10

STAFF PHOTO BY KILE BREWER

Volunteer Joe Smith holds a photo of the 
current property and a rendering of the facade 
they hope to install after they are able to 
purchase the future headquarters of the Vine-
yard Transitional Center in Green Cove Springs.
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ordinance, Clay County now requires 
a mandatory spay and neuter upon 
impound or pickup. 

“We’ve added mandatory spay 
and neuter upon impound or prior 
to redemption from Animal Services,” 
Sutherin said. “There is a one-time 
exemption to that where you can pay 
a $500 fee, or fine essentially, and be 
able to reclaim your animal without 
being altered but that’s the one time. 
The second time that animal comes 

into our system, then the manda-
tory spay and neuter would be per-
formed.” 

This rule also requires an animal 
to be microchipped with its reunion 
with its original family. 

Finally, tethering rules have been 
changed. Previously, discussions have 
been held to ban tethering but this 
ordinance would allow it so long as 
the tethering is humane. According to 
Sutherin, the rules that Clay County 
has come up with are based heavily 
on what other counties in the state 
are doing. Some of the humane rules 
include no tethering an animal out-

side during extreme weather condi-
tions, a tethered animal must have 
access to fresh water at all times and 
sufficient, wholesome food and the 
tether used must allow the animal to 
move 10 feet in all directions. 

After Sutherin finished her discus-
sion of the ordinance draft, Commis-
sioner Diane Hutchings asked that 
the Category 4 Civil Infraction of 
“Operating a feral cat colony unlaw-
fully,” be stricken from the ordinance, 
per the suggestion by County Man-
ager Stephanie Kopelousos. 

“If you look at the third item 
down that says, ‘Operating a feral 

cat colony unlawfully,’ we don’t have 
anything like that in our ordinance 
at this point, so my recommendation 
and I believe [Sutherin’s] would be to 
go ahead and take that out,” Kopelou-
sos said. 

After commissioner Mike Cella 
asked that Sutherin produce materi-
als for the public to receive in order 
to learn of these changes, the board 
made a motion to approve this draft 
of the ordinance. The BCC voted 3-0 
to approve the first reading. A second 
reading will be held at an upcoming 
BCC meeting.

Ordinance
from page 6
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By Kile Brewer
The Oakleaf 

CLAY COUNTY – Before the advent of the 
internet, political candidates’ only means 
of sharing their positions came from 
face-to-face interaction with their con-
stituents—Clay County Republican Party 
Board Chairman Gary Cross hopes to bring 
this practice back to Clay County and carry 
it forward into the modern era.

Calling back to the hobnobs of years 
past, Cross and the Clay County Repub-
lican Party hosted an event they called a 
Grip n Grin for any and all candidates for 
local office all the way up to candidates for 
positions in the U.S. Congress, as long as 
they were Republicans. 

“We wanted to have an old fashioned 
hobnob and give each candidate the op-
portunity to speak,” Cross said from un-
derneath the brim of his cowboy hat. “It’s 
important for candidates to have a chance 
to touch others and get their message out.”

Those who entered Reinhold Pavilion 
Saturday were immediately greeted by 
one of the central figures in the present-
day Republican Party, President Donald 

Trump, in cardboard form, who stood be-
hind a table filled with literature, stickers 
and pins featuring the faces, names and 
slogans of every Republican candidate 
with interests in Clay County. 

The event kicked off at 10 a.m. with a 

STAFF PHOTOS BY KILE BREWER

U.S. Rep. Ted Yoho talks with constituents Saturday in front of his table at the Clay County
 Fairgrounds during the first annual Clay County Republican Party Grip and Grin event.

Wearing a shirt that predates him by at 
least a decade, volunteer Finnis Ginder 
serves food to those in attendance at the 
Clay County Republicans’ Grip and Grin 
event at the fairgrounds.

Republicans host 
Grip ‘n’ Grin event 

straw poll being taken through the end of 
the day’s festivities with results being read 
at 2. Around 11, free sandwiches were 
served as politicians settled into their ro-
tation at the microphone where they were 
each given a chance to speak to the crowd, 
who were happily munching on coleslaw 
and barbecued meats. 

Once people started to file in, Cross 
seemed content that this inaugural event 
would find its place in Clay County. The Re-
publican Party hopes to strengthen their 
reach and solidify themselves in the com-
munities that make up the county. 

“This was all Gary Cross’ idea,” said 
County Commissioner Mike Cella. “It’s my 
opinion that as a candidate you can’t do 

enough to reach out to the people and tell 
them where you stand on issues, really, 
that’s the way politics should be. I think 
everybody involved will benefit from this 
[going forward].”

Cross said he hopes to make the event 
a staple in Clay County Republican poli-
tics, where conservative voters can expect 
the event each year around the same time. 
According to the group’s Facebook page, 
local winners from the straw poll included 
Smitty Huffman replacing current District 
4 County Commissioner Gavin Rollins as 
well as LaTanya Peterson replacing cur-
rent District 1 School Board representa-
tive Janice Kerekes. 
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school district.”
Students appointed to the coun-

cil will be required to attend eight 
monthly evening meetings with the 
Superintendent during the 2018-19 

Table
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school year in September-May which 
will be held at the training center at 
Fleming Island High School. Davis 
also said that the students will be 
invited to participate in bi-monthly 
training sessions where they can 
pick up skills such as Robert’s Rules 
of Order, resume writing and build-
ing, public speaking, leadership 
training, advocacy, policy making, as 
well as other college preparatory and 
life skills. 

“I want to build capacity of stu-
dents and allow them to be exposed 

to mentorship,” Davis said. “I want 
them to be actively engaged in 
deciding school policies and plans 
and to feel included and part of the 
decision-making process. Ultimately 
what we want is for our students to 
have a voice.”

Once the students meet with Da-
vis, they will return to their respec-
tive schools and report back to their 
schools’ administration and other 
student government organizations 
such as student councils on topics 
of discussion and potential changes 
needed at the schools. Davis said he 
hasn’t really seen anything like this 
done anywhere locally, but when 
thinking about ways to get stu-
dents involved in school policy, this 
seemed like the way to do it. He said 
that he hopes that keeping students 
in the loop will create a unified front 

in Clay County education where 
everyone from the students up to the 
Superintendent share a common goal 
for education.

Some of the proposed topics 
for discussion listed on the official 
Advisory Council announcement 
include: rigorous and diverse aca-
demic experiences, robust extracur-
ricular opportunities, comprehensive 
student support services, fair and 
consistent school culture and disci-
pline, authentic platforms for student 
voice and representation, technology, 
college and career readiness, student 
leadership and community outreach.

To get things started, Davis said 
that their first topic for discussion 
could be a learning experience for 
him more than the students as he 
tries to understand the everyday lives 
of Clay County students, but his ulti-
mate goal is to get to a place where 
the students on his council work as 
members of his staff.

“The first thing I want to talk to 
them about is student culture and 
climate, how they interact with each 
other,” Davis said. “Then I want to 
establish short and long-term goals 
[for the council]. Eventually I’d like 
them to operate as an extension of 
my cabinet.”



Sports

Henderson brothers; 
Abreu join county’s best

By Randy Lefko
Sports Editor/UPSL

Los Angeles – The United Premier 
Soccer League (UPSL) is excited to 
announce Clay County Soccer Club 
as a league member starting with the 
2018 Season.

Based in Jacksonville (Fla.), Clay 
County SC will begin UPSL play in 
the Southeast Conference Florida 
Central Division, and host its home 
games at Eagle Harbor Soccer Com-
plex (4387 Lakeshore Dr., Fleming 
Island, FL 32003) in compliance with 

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf 

OAKLEAF - Oakleaf High School’s 
girls softball team threw down an 
opening salvo hard hits and quick 
scores in their first at bats against 
visiting East Ridge High in the 
region 1-8A championship game 
and finished up with catcher Angela 
Agurkis asserting herself as the focal 
point in the Lady Knights’ 9-1 thrash-
ing of the “other” Knights Friday 
night at Oakleaf High School.

“We don’t consider what we are 
doing as defending our title from 
2017, but more attacking the title for 
2018,” said Oakleaf coach Christina 
Thompson. “The big hits definitely 
came back tonight. Angela Agurkis 
was outstanding. I think we still have 
work to do. It hasn’t sunk in yet.”

Oakleaf (29-2) returns to the Final 

Knights pummel East Ridge
Back to state!

SEE SOFTBALL, 16

STAFF PHOTOS BY RANDY LEFKO

Oakleaf High centerfielder Katie Kistler smiles after snagging final out in Knights’ 9-1 region 
final win over East Ridge. Oakleaf advanced to the Class 8A Final Four and was scheduled to 
play Lakewood Ranch on Wed., May 23 with rainstorms delaying the original Fri., May 17 date.

Oakleaf High soccer forward Andrew Henderson battles for loose ball in Clay County SC men’s 
pro soccer league match with Macca Ballers out of Orlando. Newly formed soccer team fea-
tures numerous Clay County graduates with games schedule throughout the summer at the 
Clay County Soccer Complex in Eagle Harbor. 

Clay County 
soccer goes 
pro league

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf 

BROOKSVILLE – A seventh inning 
single from Bailey Story put two 
runs across home plate to lead the 
Keystone Heights softball team to 
a thrilling 3-2 region 2-5A champi-
onship win over Hernando County 
High Friday night in Brooksville. 

“I never gave up on them and 
knew something good was about 
to happen with Story up and Lexi 
(Northway) and (Ashleigh) Jennings 
on base,” said Keystone Heights 
coach Jessica Marquart, who herself 
played for a Final Four P.K.Yonge 
High team. “It’s an indescribable feel-
ing to go to state as a coach. I’m so 
proud of this team and all the hard 
work they have put into this year.”

Story also blasted a run scoring 
double in the third inning to keep 
the Indians within a run in the final 
innings. 

“She (Story) has always been 
clutch in big situations never a doubt 
in my mind she was going to do 
something great,” said Marquart.

The win puts the Lady Indians 

Keystone Heights batter Bailey Story had two 
key hits to fuel Indians 3-2 win over Hernando 
High in the region 2-5A final on Fri., May 12. 
Keystone Heights advanced to Class 5A Final 
Four,  but lost 4-1 to West Nassau on Tues., May 
22.

SEE SOCCER, 18

CLASS 5A SOFTBALL

Story single 
steals region title

SEE INDIANS, 16
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into the Final Four in Class 5A for a 
Tues., May 22 semifinal match against 
West Nassau with an 8:35 a.m. first 
pitch. Keystone Heights has two pre-
vious Final Four appearances; 1995 
with Mike Horn-lost 13-5 to John 
Carroll in state semifinals (3A) and 
2012 with Belinda Phillips-lost 1-0 to 
Florida High in state semifinals (4A). 
Title games will be  played Wed., May 
23.

“I think it’s great that we both get 
to experience this,” said Marquart. “I 
know they are a great team and will 
be an exciting game.” 

Keystone Heights (20-10) ad-
vanced with region playoff wins over 
Eustis (5-3), Santa Fe (4-1) and Her-
nando County (3-2). 

“It definitely has been nerve 

wracking  but in a good way,” said 
Marquart. “The adrenaline and excite-
ment is what makes this game great. I 
have so much confidence in this team 
and right now they believe so much 
in each other they are refuse to lose.”

West Nassau (22-6) advanced after 
wins over Suwannee (7-2), Baker 
County (8-2, region finalist in 2017) 
and Marianna (2-0). 

In the other Final Four contest, 
Hardee (20-12, lost to Eustis in state 
semifinal in 2017) will face Coral 
Spring Charter (28-2, defending 5A 
champions over Eustis) at 9:50 a.m., 
also on Sat., May 18. 

Megan Moncrief started on the 
mound for Keystone Heights, but 
was relieved by Daelynn Eatmon in 
the fourth. Eatmon dominated the 
Hernando batting lineup with six 
strikeouts in the final four innings to 

keep the game within a run for the 
opportunistic Indians’ offense.

Keystone Heights was able to get 
baserunners in place in the early in-
nings with Story singling in the first 
inning at bats and Savannah Channell 
and Makayla Smith singling in the 
second, but no runs were scored. 

Hernando struck first with a solo 
homer in the third that was followed 
by a double to rock Moncrief on the 
mound. A run scoring single scored 
the second Hernando run before 
Moncrief retrieved a grounder for the 
final out of the second.

Keystone Heights answered quick-
ly with Ashleigh Jennings bunting 
on to first and Ashton Ludwig mov-
ing Jennings on her own bunt to set 
up Story’s two run shot to left field 
that scored Jennings. Two strikeouts 
ended the inning, but kept the Indi-

ans within striking distance. 
“That first run that Story scored I 

believe kept us in it,” said Marquart.  
“I just told them to keep grinding and 
it’s not over yet.”

Eatmon entered the game in the 
fourth and immediately stymied the 
home crowd with three strike outs to 
end the inning after a walk and error 
put baserunners in play. 

Eatmon added two strikeouts 
and a grounder in the sixth to keep 
Hernando at bay and also to create a 
tense seventh inning for the Indians.

“She did exactly what she needed 
to do keep them off the bases,” said 
Marquart. 

In the seventh, Lexi Northway 
doubled to left field and Jennings 
reached with speed to first on a 
ground ball to set up Story’s game-
winner. 

Indians 
from page 15

Four on Tues., May 22 to face off 
with Lakewood Ranch (24-4) in the 
state semifinals in a rematch of their 
semifinal loss at the Oakleaf High 
Tournament of Champions tourna-
ment in March; a 7-6 nine inning 
bonanza. Oakleaf, the district 1-8A 
champion over Atlantic Coast; a 10-0 
win, advanced to the Final Four with 
a thrilling 2-1 win over Tallahassee 
Lincoln, a 4-0 win over Tallahassee 
Chiles and, now, the 9-1 win over 
East Ridge. 

Lakewood Ranch, the district 8-8A 
champion and a region final 1-0 los-
er to Plant City in 2017, beat Pinellas 
Park 14-2 in five innings, East Lake 
7-0 and Plant City 9-2 in their region 
final.  Also in the Final Four will be 
Hagerty, the district 9-8A runnerup 
who faces 15-8A champion Cooper 
City. Hagerty (24-5) advanced with 
wins over St. Cloud, 4-0, Winter 
Springs 3-0 and George Jenkins 5-1. 
Cooper City (23-5 and region finals 
loser to St. Thomas Aquinas last 
year) advanced with a 10-0 win over 
Mater Dei Charter, 15-0 over Nova in 
four innings and 2-1 over St. Thomas 
Aquinas in the region final. Oakleaf 
beat St. Thomas Aquinas 10-0 in the 
state semifinal last year en route to 
beating Wellington 6-1 for the Class 
8A title. 

Junior pitcher Madyson Davis 
likes the momentum of the past 
three games as the Lady Knights 
seem to be peaking with their bats at 
the right time.

“Honestly, I feel like God is with 
us,” said Davis, who got seventh in-
ning relief from Cambria Arturo who 
ended the game with two strikeouts 
and a flyball. “Luckily, I think today 
we had all four parts of our game 

Softball 
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clicking; running, hitting, defense and 
pitching. I think Cambria and myself 
offer a pretty formidable pitching 
duo.”

Against East Ridge, Agurkis, at 
catcher and one of the bomb hit-
ters for the power-packed lineup of 
Rebecca Koskey, Baylee Goddard 
and Kaylee Lambrecht that exploded 
in the first inning for three runs off 
a single from Katie Kistler, a single 
to centerfield from Lambrecht and a 
walk to Koskey that gave the Lady 
Knights two shots to score a bucket 
of runs with Goddard up to bat and 
Agurkis to follow. 

“I was due,” said Agurkis, who 
planted a run-scoring bunt in dra-
matic fashion in Oakleaf’s 3-2 district 
semifinal win over Fleming Island to 
keep the Oakleaf train on the tracks 
two weeks prior. “I was thinking 
in my head, I really want to hit the 
ball and tonight was going to be my 
night. Finally.”

Goddard hit a fielder’s choice 

grounder to shortstop that got Kis-
tler out at home on the force play 
to set up one of the more dramatic 
three run doubles in softball lore 
with Agurkis smashing a ball to the 
centerfield fence that got Lambrecht 
home first with Koskey and Goddard 
in close pursuit around third base 
and Agurkis sprinting hard off second 
base. With all three girls on full steam 
running and the ball getting back to 
home plate just after Koskey scored, 
East Ridge had a series of confused 
throws that forced Goddard back 
toward third, Agurkis reversing and 
heading back to second where an 
errant throw turned Goddard back 
to home plate and a run and Agurkis 
winding up at second base when the 
dust settled. Oakleaf, of course, was 
up 3-0. 

East Ridge responded with a 
double off pitcher Madi Davis to 
open the inning and a run scored 
off a singled from Reese Moss to left 
field. With East Ridge gaining some 

momentum with a walk putting two 
baserunners in play, a popped up 
bunt was caught on the fly by Agur-
kis in one of the bigger plays of the 
night to squash a scoring opportunity 
before Lambrecht corraled a rifled 
shot to the shortstop hole and got the 
final out at third base. 

“She (Agurkis) was tremendous 
behind the plate,” said Thompson. 
“She was quick and trying to make 
opportunities.”

Oakleaf looked to add more runs 
in the second inning with a bases 
loaded scenario coming from a walk, 
an error on a Kistler whistler to 
shortstop and a walk to Koskey, but 
Goddard hit a fly ball to right field to 
leave the runners stranded. 

Oakleaf was able to chip in some 
insurance runs in the third with 
Pacetti singling in one on a fielder’s 
choice grounder to put the score 
at 4-1 and Agurkis blasting another 
double in the fourth to score God-
dard from second who sliced a shot 
past third base. 

Up 5-1, Davis took control of the 
mound to shut down the East Ridge 
offense while Thompson put in some 
reserve players for some champion-
ship game time.

In the sixth, the Oakleaf bats 
erupted for four more runs with top 
of the lineup; Kistler opening with a 
walk, Lambrecht and Koskey singling 
with Koskey’s hit scoring both team-
mate who were positioned at second 
and third after steals. 

“When we get the insurance runs, 
I want them to start having fun,” said 
Thompson. “When we get a decent 
lead, I think we have the pitching to 
hold teams at bay.”

A wicked line drive from Goddard 
over third base put Koskey at third 
before Agurkis blasted a a two-run 
single for the final runs. 

Oakleaf High leftfielder Destiny Pacetti returns outfield hit to infield in Knights’ 9-1 region final win 
over East Ridge. 
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Clay volleyball signee
Clay High volleyball player Hannah Forbes sits with family and coaches to sign athletic scholarship 
to play at Polk State College in Florida.

Fleming Island wrestling signees
Fleming Island High signed off three wrestlers to college scholarships in May’s final signing date 
with; left to right, Jaquan English going to Southeastern University in Lakeland, Paul Detwiler 
going to the Coast Guard Academy in Connecticut and Jose Concepcion goint to Iowa Lakes 
Community College in Iowa.

Oakleaf football signee
Oakleaf High defensive lineman Javier Bovell signs scholarship to play football at Greenville 
University in South Carolina.

Oakleaf wrestling signee
Oakleaf High wrestler Ethan Gustilo smiles with coaches Wes Champs, left, and Tyler DeHart after 
signing to continue wrestling at Reinhardt University in Georgia. 

www.edwardjones.com

Frank M Meininger, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
7855 Argyle Forest Blvd. Unit 904 
Jacksonville, FL 32244
904-778-4188

Member SIPCMAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 

FINANCIAL FOCUS: 
Father’s Day - Lessons About Money 
Can Be Priceless Gifts to Children

Father’s Day is almost upon us. If you’re a dad, you certainly 
may enjoy getting cards and gifts, of course. But, over time, 
you will gain even greater satisfaction by what you can give 
your children – such as some valuable fi nancial lessons.

These lessons can include the following: 

Setting goals – If you are contributing to an IRA and a 
401(k) or similar employer-sponsored plan, explain how 
you build these accounts now, while you are working, 
so you’ll have enough money to enjoy a comfortable 
retirement someday. And you can bring your children into 
the picture, too, by telling them that another fi nancial goal 
is saving enough to help send them to college or to further 
their education in other ways. 

Value of understanding the fi nancial markets – You 
may actually be quite surprised at how interested your 
kids are in investing, especially the concept of “owning” 
companies through stocks and stock-based vehicles. 
Depending on their ages, you might even want to show 
them the progress of your own investments and describe, 
in general terms, how diff erent events can cause the 
markets to rise and fall, especially in the short term. You 
could even discuss the diff erence between the basic types 
of investments, such as stocks and bonds. 

Putting time on your side – You might want to 
emphasize the importance of patience, and how investing 
is not a “get-rich-quick” scheme, but a process that 
requires decades of diligence and persistence. Let your 
children know that it’s of great value to start investing as 

early as possible, so you can put time on your side, giving 
investments a chance to grow. 

Living within your means – We all know that you can’t 
always get what you want. Stress to your children that you 
can’t just splurge on big purchases whenever you feel like 
it, because such behavior can lead to bad outcomes. Use 
concrete examples: If you have a car that’s several years old, 
tell your children that it would be nice to have a new one, 
but you simply must wait until you can aff ord it. 

Paying debts on time – Tell your children that, no matter 
how good a saver you are, or how thrifty you try to be, you 
still have debts, such as your mortgage payment, and it’s 
important to pay these debts on time. You may not want 
to get too detailed about the consequences of missing 
debt payments – bad credit scores may not be that easy 
for children to understand – but you can certainly mention 
that if you’re always late on payments, you might fi nd it 
harder to borrow money when you really need it.

By sharing these principles with your children, you will, 
at the least, give them something to think about, and you 
may well fi nd that you’ve helped start them on the path to 
a lifetime of making solid fi nancial moves. And who knows? 
If they truly master the ideas you’ve taught them, one day 
they might give you some really nice Father’s Day gifts.

Edward Jones, its employees and fi nancial advisors are not estate planners and 
cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult your estate-planning 
attorney or qualifi ed tax advisor regarding your situation.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor.
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UPSL’s Minimum Standards. Among 
the teams in the Southeast Confer-
ence Florida Central division are De-
portivo Lake Mary, Inter Orlando FC, 
Sporting Orlando, St. Petersburg FC 
Aztecs and Winter Haven United FC. 

“The UPSL continues to expand 
in the Florida market, and we’re 
pleased to welcome Clay County SC 
to the Southeast Conference Florida 
Central Division,” United Premier 
Soccer League Commissioner Yan 

Skwara said. “Clay County SC has 
developed deep roots in Jacksonville 
and looks at the UPSL as a true next 
step in expanding opportunities for 
its players. We wish Clay County SC 
every success as it prepares to kick 
off this season.”

Matt Hollyoak is Executive Direc-
tor of Clay County Soccer Club, an 
all-ages youth club and academy 
based in Jacksonville (Fla.) with field 
facilities in Fleming Island (Fla.) and 
Orange Park (Fla.).

“We will be having some of the 
best high school and college age 
players from our area for a nine 

Oakleaf High soccer defender Gio Abreu defends area in front of Macca Ballers soccer player in 
recent Clay County SC contest at Eagle Harbor’s Clay County Soccer Complex. Abreu, who plays 
college soccer at Daytona State College, is part of newest pro men’s team in Florida league. 

game season,” said Hollyoak, who 
guided the Oakleaf High boys soccer 
team to a district soccer title this year 
with a thrilling overtime semifinal 
win over top-ranked defending Class 
4A champion Fleming Island High 
School. “This area is full of soccer tal-
ent at both the high school level and 
into the college level.’

Founded by former English in-
ternational and Manchester United 
great Dennis Viollet (1933-’99), Clay 
County SC offers recreational, travel 
and academy teams to more than 
3,000 local players while operating 
two 25-acre soccer-specific facilities.

Hollyoak, 30, is a native of Lon-
don, England, and played for West 
Ham (ENG) academy. A graduate 
of the University of North Florida 
(Sports Management ’12), Hollyoak 
has been at Clay County SC since 
2010 and holds NSCAA Premier and 
UEFA ‘B’ coaching licenses.   

“We have programs at every level 
and what’s exciting to me about the 
UPSL is now we offer the full spec-
trum, the full service of options for 
our boys and girls,” said Hollyoak. 
“This has been a goal of ours for 
a while, and just finding the UPSL 
and the league’s fresh look on doing 
things made us what to be an early 
adopter.”

Clay County SC has owned and 
operated a Women’s Professional Soc-
cer League (WPSL) team since 2013 
called the Florida SOL FC, coached 
by Luis Torres.

 “This is a very exciting time for 
our club and community,” said Clay 
County SC President Al Cruz. “Our 
members now have a path to join 

the ranks of several accomplished 
athletes, while developing skills and 
sharing soccer experiences at the 
next level. I am very proud to receive 
this opportunity and look forward 
to a strong UPSL partnership and a 
thrilling inaugural season.”

The club hosted and scored a 2-2 
tie in its UPSL home opener against 
the Macca Baller of Orlando.  Scoring 
for Clay County were former Fleming 
Island High standouts J.B. Alvarez, 
now at  Florida Gulf Coast Univer-
sity, and Hakeem Reid, who played 
at Eastern Florida State College and 
Campbell University. 

Among the players were Reed 
Davis and Lucas Hauth of Fleming 
Island High School, Geo Abreu and 
Andrew Henderson of Oakleaf High, 
Ricky Prestridge and Dante DeSantis 
of Ridgeview High and, two present 
area coaches in Jimmy Merritt of Clay 
High and Wale Leyumi of Orange 
Park High. Prestridge is now playing 
at Columbia International University 
with DeSantis heading to FGCU.

In the Macca matchup, after the 
Ballers scored a quick first half goal, 
Clay County started to get more of-
fensive punch from the fleet foot-
edness of Prestridge strikes in the 
middle and strong sideline play from 
Leyumi. On defense, Abreu, a Dayto-
na State College player, and Hakeem 
Reid, a Fleming Island grad and now 
at Columbia University, pounded the 
strong from of Macca. 

In the second half, Fleming Is-
land grad Alex Cruz, now a Stetson, 
teamed up with DeSantis and Hen-
derson for some goal runs for Clay. 

Fleming Island High soccer forward J.B. Alvarez, now at Florida Gulf Coast University, strides with 
ball in match between Clay County SC and Macca Ballers at Eagle Harbor’s Clay County Soccer 
Complex. 

1530 BUSINESS CENTER DR. SUITE 1 
FLEMING ISLAND • 904-215-4221

9640 CROSSHILL BLVD., SUITE 101 
JACKSONVILLE • 904-404-4444

Offering a range of 
treatment options, 
from interceptive 
to comprehensive 

orthodontics. 

www.dentistry-4-children.com

SPECIALIZING 
IN THE 

DENTAL CARE 
OF BABIES, 
CHILDREN, 
TEENS AND 
PATIENTS 

WITH SPECIAL 
NEEDS.

Kevin W. O’Shaughnessy, DMD, MS
Karen Koehler Zell, DDS, MS
Orthodontists • 904-404-4445

904-404-4444

Imagine kids’ dentist’s 
appointments that are fun.
WE offer them all day long!

Soccer 
from page 15
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By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf 

PENSACOLA – Haley Stone’s fourth 
inning double fired off a five-run 
blitzkrieg by the Clay High softball 
team that finished off a 5-1 region 
1-6A championship over West Florida 
High Friday night in Pensacola.

“We played solid ball for the entire 
game, but couldn’t get runners home 
in the first four innings,” said Clay 
coach Matt Lewis, who won the Class 
4A title in 2001. “We were right there 
and I was hoping for an explosion. 
Making it more exciting was the two 
pop outs on the first two batters.”

The win puts the Lady Blue Devils 
(17-11) in the Class 6A Final Four 
in Vero Beach on May 22-23 to face 
Land O’ Lakes High School (24-6, 
defending 6A champions) on Tues., 
May 22 at 11:05 a.m. Clay advanced 
with region playoff wins over Paxon 
(4-1), Ridgeview (2-1) and West 
Florida (5-1, Region finalist in 2017, 
lost to Ponte Vedra). Land O’ Lakes, 
state runnerups in 1995 (4A) and 
2016 (6A),  advanced with wins over 
Tampa Robinson (4-2), River Ridge 
(5-0) and Crystal River (3-0). 

In the other Final Four contest, 
Lake Wales (17-12, 5A champions in 
2013) takes on American Heritage 
(19-8, 2017 6A runnerups to Land O’ 
Lakes) at 12:20 p.m. on May 22. 

With the score locked at 0-0 in the 
fourth, Clay opened with pop outs to 
Kaitly Kumpf and Charlotte DeNapoli 
as pitching was controlling the game 
to that point. 

“Morgan (Clay pitcher Morgan 

Crutcher) took command of this 
game and has been our leader from 
the mound,” said Lewis. “She’ s very 
tough to rattle out there when things 
get tight.”

Crutcher finished with five strike-
outs in seven innings of pitching with 
just four hits. 

From there, Marianne McDonald 
opened the door with a pitch hitting 
here that was followed by Stone’s 
monster double to left field. 

“I wanted to get more runners on 
base, but Haley crushed the ball and 
we got the one,” said Lewis. 

Clay had hit a nerve with the lone 
run with Sydney Lewis singling and 
Delaney Alfinson walking to set up 
a back-to-back run scoring hits from 
Paolo Jorge-Silva and Kylee Stacy to 
punch in four more runs.

“Paolo has been hot in the batter’s 
box lately and has come up big not 
just with her bat, but with some great 
outfield play,” said Lewis. “She has 
become an exciting player to watch.”

In the sixth, Crutcher orchestrated 
a key double play ball off a West 
Florida bunt attempt with baserun-
ners in place.

Clay got one final shot at runs in 
the sixth with a single to Ali Sarman 
and a double to Kumpf with DeNap-
oli loading the bases getting hit by 
a pitch, but McDonald struck out to 
end the inning. 

West Florida’s lone run came in 
the seventh with two singles and a 
bunt with Lewis making a heads up 
play at first to tag out a West Florida 
baserunner.

CLASS 6A SOFTBALL

Five-run fourth pushes 
Clay to Final Four

Clay High batter Paolo Jorge Silva will be key batter for Blue Devils who won region title over West 
Florida and advanced to the Class 6A Final Four in May. Clay lost a 5-0 state semifinal to defending 
6A champs Land O’ Lakes High on Wed., May 23. 

MISTER ROGERS:  
IT’S YOU I LIKE 

June 3 at 6 PM on WJCT-TV 

FIRST COAST CONNECT 
Weekdays at 9 AM on 89.9 FM 

Celtic Thunder X — June 2 AT 8:30 PM ON WJCT-TV 
Celebrate the multi-platinum Irish group’s 10th anniversary with 

this live concert special filmed in Dublin 

Look back at the best moments 

from the pioneering children's 
series that premiered 50 years 

ago.  

Join Melissa Ross for WJCT’s 

award-winning call-in radio   
program. Encores weeknights at 

8 PM on 89.9 FM. 
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Fun   HumorAND

Non-Sequitur

Flying McCoys

Ziggy

In the Bleachers

Real Life Adventures

Oakleaf High basketball point guard Deonte 
Sherwood smiles after signing scholarship 
papers to continue playing at Sage College of 
Albany in New York.



Apps • Beauty • Electronics • Housewares • Medical
Pets • Tools • Lawn and Garden • Toys and more!

IDEAS WANTED

Call 888-501-0236 for our FREE Idea Starter Guide.

Unfurnished
Apartments

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply 1-800-496-2603

ANF
Advertising Networks of Florida

Reach Over 5 Million Readers with Newspaper Advertising
904.579.2154

Building Supplies
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with 
your own bandmill- Cut lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready 
to ship! FREE Info/DVD: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

Health & Medical
Were you an INDUSTRIAL 
TRADESMAN (machinist/

and recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER? You may be 

855-259-0557

Spectrum Triple Play. TV, Internet
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per
second speed. No contract or
commitment. We buy your existing
contract up to $500! 1-877-279-4652

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-
Registered. Crisp, clear sound,
state of-the-art features & no
audiologist needed. Try it RISK

FREE for 45 Days!
CALL 1-855-504-5893

DISH Network. 190+ channels.
FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-DVR.
$49.99/month (24 mos). Add High
Speed Internet $14.95 (where avail.)
CALL Today & SAVE 25%!
1-855-895-7245

Satellite Sales
& Service

CLASSIFIEDS
YOUR SOURCE FOR A

QUICK SALE!
3513 US Highway 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.579.2154

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-397-7056

Unfurnished
Apartments

Cross Country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of state
move. $799 Long Distance Movers.
Get Free quote on your Long
distance move 1-800-214-4604

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guaran-
teed! 1-800-726-2194

ALL ANTIQUES WANTED Jewelry,
Artwork, Porcelain, Art Glass, Silver,
Chinese Antiques, Designer, Mid-
Century Furniture, Handbags. Elite
Auctioneers. www.eliteauction.com
Palm Beach 561-301-9421

Cross Country Moving, Long dis-
tance Moving Company, out of state
move. $799 Long Distance Movers.
Get Free quote on your Long
distance move 1-800-214-4604 CPF

Moving &
Storage

Antiques /
Collectibles

CLASSIFIEDS
THE SOURCE
MOST RELIED

ON FOR
INFORMATION

ABOUT
FURNITURE
AND HOME 

FURNISHINGS!
3513 US Highway 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003
904-579-2154

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP Get
Stronger & Harder Erections Immedi-
ately. Gain 1-3 Inches Permanently &
Safely. Guaranteed Results. FDA
L icensed.  F ree  Brochure .
1-800-354-3944 www.DrJoelKaplan
.com

LOST DOG!!
PLEASE HELP ME FIND MY 4
POUND CHIHUAHUA EL-
LA. SHE WAS WITH MY
FATHER IN HIS CAR. HE
PULLED OVER TO CHECK A
TIRE IN PENNY FARMS
NEAR THE CEMETERY
AND SHE GOT OUT. EYE
WITNESS SAYS AN OLDER
WOMAN PICKED HER UP IN A
SLIVER CAR THINKING SHE
WAS ABANDONED. PLEASE
HELP ME FIND MY BABY. MY
NAME IS JENNA CREWS AND
MY NUMBER
IS 407-310-5966

Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

Suffering from Knee, Back or
Joint Pain? A Pain Relieving
Orthotic Brace Can Help! Fast/Easy
Medicare Approvals with Qualifying
Prescription. We Handle the Paper-

work. Call Now! 1-844-245-6904

Do you have chronic knee or
back pain? If you have insur-
ance, you may qualify for the
perfect brace at little to no cost.
G e t  y o u r s  t o d a y !

1-800-862-8392

SAVE on Medicare Supplement
Insurance! Get a FAST and FREE
Rate Quote from Medicare.com.
No Cost! No Obligation! Compare
Quotes from Major Insurance
Cos. Operators Standing By.

CALL 1-844-857-4389

Home
Improvements

Health Service/
Medical

Medical Supplies

OXYGEN
Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to
refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8
pounds! FAA approved! FREE

info kit. Call 1-888-572-4944

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Unable to work due to injury or
illness? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.,
Social Security Disability Attorneys!
FREE Evaluation. 1-800-860-6175!
Mail: 2420 N St NW, Washington DC.
Office: Broward Co. FL., Mbr. TX/NM
Bar. Local Attorneys Nationwide.

LOST DOG!!!!!
Please help bring Ella home.
My blonde 4 pound
chihuahua got out of my
fathers car when he was
pulled over to check a tire in
Penny Farms. Eye witness
said an older lady picked my
Ella up and left with her
thinking she was abandoned.
If anyone knows of this wom-
an and my Ella.. PLEASE CALL

407-310-5966 JENNA

Were you an INDUSTRIAL or
CONSTRUCTION TRADESMAN
and recently diagnosed with
LUNG CANCER? You and your
family may be entitled to a
SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Call
1-855-839-6761 for your risk free
consultation.

Lost & Found
Financial
Service

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids.
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear
Sound. If you decide to keep it,
PAY ONLY $299 per aid. FREE
Shipping. Call Hearing Help Ex-
press 1- 877-442-6921

Earthlink High Speed
Internet. As Low

As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink

Today 1-877-929-1176

Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare
Supplemental Plan can help cov-
er costs that Medicare does not.
Get a free quote today by calling
now. Hours: 24/7. 1-800-866-3027

Health Service/
Medical

Health Service/
Medical

ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS
BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Satellite Sales
& Service

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$14.50 1 wk, $24.50 2 wks,
$32.50 3 wks, $39.00 4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$23.00 1 wk, $40.00 2 wks,
$57.00 3 wks, $72.00 4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling
Real Estate or Advertise

Your Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $25.50 Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $21.00

Business
& Svc. Directory:

1.5” x 2” $77.00/4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $154/4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
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REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 

-

-

-

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 Generic 

-

-

-

Business
Service 
Directory

4 papers, 1 price  
Rates start as low 
as$77for4 weeks

Call Martha 
904-579-2154

TODAY
CLAY OAKLEAF

Serving Oakleaf, Argyle & Western Clay County

THEC L A Y  C O U N T Y THE LEADER IN LOCAL NEWS

Call 904-477-4148

Handyman
Services By Carrey Allen 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

Interior
Exterior
Repair
Let me 
build your 
next Project

904-282-9061

Trimming ● Removal
Stump Grinding

Land Clearing

Fully Insured with workers comp

FREE ESTIMATES
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Macs Tree Inc

 Mail or deliver entry form to the Clay Today office. 
Must be 18 to win. Winners will be notified. 

One winner per household. 

Name

Phone

Win a Jacksonville Zoo Family 4 Pack

Cristal Clear 
Window Cleaning

Locally owned & Operated 
Licensed and Insured

904-525-7946

Window Cleaning 
Gutter Cleanout 
Free Estimates
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100 IT221431 432
432.00 x 3 IT221431

CT

Do you have an 
Apartment or Home 

for Rent? 

Advertise 
it here!

Call 904.579.2154 
to fi nd out how to put 

your rental in this spot.

904-579-2154

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564

Make a Connection. Real People,
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right
now! Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE.
Call NOW: 855-334-7726

Mail this form with 
payment to: 

3513 U.S. Highway 17 
Fleming Island, FL 32003  

Or drop it by the offi  ce 
We are open 8:30 a.m - 5 p.m. 

Monday-Friday 
Call 264-3200 or 579-2154

Always Protect Your Family! Final
Expense/Burial  Insurance.
$30,000 Coverage Only $1 per

day! No Med Exam!
Free Consult

Call Today 1-855-385-4423

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Re-
search & Development pros and
presented to manufacturers. Call
1-844-349-8351 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a
free consultation.

MOTOR HOME FOR SALE:
2014 32 foot Leprechaun Class C
motor home, 2 slides, low miles,
many extras, call for details

$72,000 OBO 904-536-1844

SUPPORT our service members,
veterans and their families in their
time of need. For more information
visit the Fisher House website at
www.fisherhouse.org.

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER! Help United Breast Foun-
dation education, prevention, &
support programs. FAST FREE

PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE
TAX DEDUCTION 1-844-513-9098

Canada Drug Center es tu mejor
opcion para ordenar medicamentos
seguros y economicos. Nuestros
servicios de farmacia con licencia
Canadiense e Internacional te pro-
veeran con ahorros de hasta el 90 en
todas las medicinas que necesites.
Llama ahora al 1-855-836-0410 y
obten $10 de descuento con tu
primer orden ademas de envio
gratuito. cpf

Campers / RV's/
Motorhomes

Get an iPhone 8 or Samsung
Galaxy8 for $34/month. Call AT&T
Wireless today to learn how to get a
new phone. Call while supplies last.
1-855-892-2388

Become a published author! Publica-
tions sold at all major secular &
specialty Christian bookstores. CALL
Christian Faith Publishing for your
FREE author submission kit.
1-844-506-6434

Autos For Sale

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, deliv-
ered to-the-door Omaha Steaks!
SAVE 75% PLUS get 4 more Burgers
& 4 more Kielbasa FREE! Order The
Family Gourmet Buffet - ONLY
$49.99. Call 1-844-275-9596 mention
code 51689ADS or visit www.Omah
aSteaks.com/good43

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring. Call To-

day! 1-800-214-0166

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. CALL
1-800-902-7815

Miscellaneous MiscellaneousRECREATION MiscellaneousTRANSPORTATION
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28 year established contracting firm with full benefits is 
now accepting applications for qualified applicants. Gateway 
Contracting, Inc. offers health insurance, vacation, paid 
holidays and 401k benefits, and provides stability, training, 
and growth for our employees. We are growing and have the 
need to fill the following positions. 

 If you are interested and qualify, please apply 
online at www.gatewaycontractinginc.com.

FULL-TIME POSITIONS AVAILABLE:

q LEAD CARPENTER
Must be able to perform journeyman level work as a 
carpenter in a commercial and industrial setting. This 
position requires a full range of both rough and finish skilled 
carpentry work, including the ability to work from drawings, 
specifications, and instructions to build, remodel and repair 
various types of facilities and structures.

q PLUMBER’S HELPER

q PARTS/MATERIAL RUNNER

Qualified applicants must have good driving record and pass 
background check. DFWP Call (904) 388-4799

SALES ASSOCIATE 
Lake Area Watersports

Email resume to:
chad@lakeareawatersports.com

NEW HOME SALES AGENT
Large homebuilder seeks 

onsite sales agent.
Full time, 5 days/wk including 

Sat. & Sun.
Real estate license required.

Send resume to 

bldrcareer@gmail.com

NOW HIRING

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS:
•Sales Associates

•Team Leads
•Asst. Store Managers

at Orange Park, Oakleaf, 
& Loring Locations!
APPLY ONLINE AT:

www.goodwilljax.org
Call: (904) 516-3566

NOW 
HIRING! 

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS:
lSales Associates

lTeam Leads
at Orange Park, Oakleaf & Loring 

Locations! 
APPLY ONLINE AT:

www.goodwilljax.org
Call: (904) 516-3566

Administrative 
Assistant

(pop. 8,622) The Town 
of Orange Park is seeking candidates for 
the position of Administrative Assistant in 
the Legislative Department. This full-time 
position answers phones, provides customer 
service, files and retrieves documents, types 
and prepares correspondence, and provides 
other general office support. This position 
reports to the Town Manager and interacts 
with the Town Council, residents, vendors, 
and Town staff.  High school degree is 
required with at least two years of related 
experience. Starting salary of $30,982 plus 
excellent benefits. A full position description 
is available for viewing at http://www.
townoforangepark.com/town-government/
jobs/ 

Please send a letter of interest and 
completed employment application by 
Friday, June 8, 2018 to Town of Orange 
Park, Attn: Town Clerk, 2042 Park Ave-
nue, Orange Park, FL, 32073. The Town 

is an equal opportunity employer. 

EVERY ISSUE MAKES YOU FEEL 
GREAT TO BE INFORMED

Call Today 
904-264-3200 

To Advertise
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Baptist Clay Medical Campus
Intersection of US 17 & Village Square Parkway  
1771 Baptist Clay Drive  •  Fleming Island
Mammogram appointments available 7 am – 4:30 pm

The best gift you can give your loved ones is taking care of yourself. Start by getting a screening 
mammogram at our Baptist Clay Medical Campus. 

Our digital mammograms are fast, so you’ll be in and out in about 30 minutes. A doctor’s referral 
is not required and most insurance plans cover the cost. 

Why wait? You can even get a same-day appointment. 

904.202.2222         baptistjax.com/mammo 

Because you are loved.

Why get a 
mammogram?

© Baptist Health 2017
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